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turbine farm that is doing great. They 
are earning farmers a lot of money. 
They are earning construction crews a 
lot of money to build these things. 
They are generating revenues in Mis-
souri. This is happening all over the 
country, that tremendous growth, 15, 
20 percent growth a year in this wind 
turbine wind energy. 

I want to tell one little story that I 
think is typical of what we are going to 
see in America. A fellow in Seattle, 
Washington, named John Plaza who is 
an airline pilot. He was a good airline 
pilot, but he sort of got tired of reading 
books while he was flying back and 
forth. That is what they do in the 
cockpits, a dirty little secret we can 
share. 

He decided he wanted to do some-
thing entrepreneurial. He started look-
ing around for an idea that he could ad-
vance to create a new, value-added 
business, and he started to think about 
energy. He started thinking, is there a 
way that I could sort of develop a clean 
energy resource and make some money 
as well? He started to focus on bio-
diesel. 

So this fellow, who was not an engi-
neer, not a chemical engineer, not a 
mechanical engineer, didn’t have an 
MBA, he literally went home and start-
ed to tinker in his home about how to 
make biodiesel out of various vegetable 
products. He hit on a way to make bio-
diesel that he thought was as good or 
better than anybody else. 

He went out and raised a few dollars, 
rented a little tiny room in an old 
warehouse and bought the old beer vats 
from the Rainier brewery in Seattle, 
Washington. The Rainier brewery used 
to be the iconic beer in Seattle, Wash-
ington. He bought the old vats they 
used to brew beer in and he started to 
brew up biodiesel. 

John Plaza is now CEO or CFO of a 
company in Grace Harbor, Washington, 
that is going to be the largest biodiesel 
plant probably in the world, or at least 
in the Western Hemisphere. They are 
under construction. They are going to 
be open for business some time next 
year, over a million gallons a year. 

This is a product that reduces carbon 
dioxide, uses products we make, either 
canola seed or perhaps palm oilseed or 
perhaps soybean oilseed they are start-
ing to bring in. 

But the point is, here is an American 
success story of a fellow with an idea 
who wanted to find a way to maximize 
clean energy. We just need a way in 
Congress to help drive investment to 
those new clean energy sources. 

I want to mention one thing about 
how Congress can help people like John 
Plaza to develop these new businesses. 

One of the things we can do is next 
Wednesday we will be hopefully passing 
what is called a low carbon fuel stand-
ard. A low carbon fuel standard will ba-
sically say that the fuels we burn in 
America every 5 years will get 3 per-
cent cleaner when it comes to carbon 
dioxide. And when we pass that low 
carbon fuel standard, it will create an 

incentive for investment to go to these 
businesses to develop these new higher, 
cleaner forms of biofuels. 

You know we are using corn ethanol 
right now, but it is really just sort of 
the first generation. I liken it to the 
Wright brothers Flyer of aviation. It is 
just the first craft we can get in the 
air. But we need cellulosic ethanol and 
advanced forms of biodiesel that will 
produce a lot more product per acre 
and a lot more CO2 savings, and we be-
lieve we can do this. 

So here is one thing Congress can do, 
and I know there are many others. 

I yield to the gentleman from New 
Mexico. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Rep-
resentative INSLEE, your optimism and 
Representative CLEAVER’s optimism is 
what should imbue this entire debate 
because there are many, many things 
we can do. 

Just to give you another example, in 
New Mexico, when I was back going to 
town hall meetings several months 
ago, I visited an area outside Taos, 
New Mexico, and this small, little oper-
ation was set up to collect all of the 
fast-food oils in town. They would go 
to the various hamburger joints and 
others and collect these excess oils 
that were basically being thrown away. 
They were having to pay companies for 
somebody to come and take them. 

These individuals were taking them, 
and they said, we will just take them 
off your hands. You don’t need to pay 
us. And they went out and they set up 
an operation with just a couple of 
tanks. They put the oils in there. They 
put a little bit of lye in. They mixed it 
up. They had a chemical process. And I 
rode around that day in a diesel truck 
where they pumped the fuel right from 
these tanks, and that was biodiesel. 

They told me that from their testing 
and everything that they had under-
stood, is that this was completely 
clean fuel. In fact, it took them a while 
to convince the City of Taos to run the 
city bus on this fuel, because the me-
chanic was very worried. He said, this 
is new. And this is going to cause a 
problem. 

Well, it ended up they said, we will 
do it for a trial period. They did it for 
6 months in the city bus. The mechanic 
took the engine apart to retool it, and 
he said it looked like the engine hadn’t 
even been operating over that 6 
months. It was so clean. 

So there are wonderful things that 
we can do. There are great success sto-
ries out there. We need to get out that 
word, and we need to move in a clean 
energy future. I mean that is the real 
key to things. 

I would like to talk just a minute 
about how do we get there? Because 
the people are probably asking, they 
are watching us and they are saying, 
why is it that the American people, by 
70 and 80 percent say we should move 
to clean energy, we should do all the 
things we have been talking about this 
evening. Why aren’t we doing that? 

Well, the reason is because the rules 
of the game right now are set up to 

favor the established industries that 
are there. The laws, the regulations, 
the subsidies, the tax credits, for the 
most part, are emphasized and pushing 
us towards fossil fuels as we know. 

All these laws and regulations and 
subsidies kind of shape the energy mar-
ket. As many of us know, this energy 
bill we recently passed, I think in 2005, 
most of the subsidies in that bill went 
to major, mature industries; oil, gas, 
nuclear, coal. 

So one of the things we have to do, 
and I know Representative INSLEE has 
been working on this, he is going to be 
doing this in his committee come this 
summer, is how do we change the rules 
of the game? How do we put a price on 
carbon dioxide emissions to change the 
whole marketplace? I think that is 
what we are going to be doing this year 
when we start getting into energy. 

I have a bill, Congressman WAXMAN 
has a bill, Representative INSLEE is on 
a variety of bills, Senator MCCAIN over 
in the Senate has a bill. But the basic 
theme of these bills is, put a price on 
carbon dioxide and start moving us in 
a new direction. 

Mr. INSLEE. The gentleman is en-
tirely correct. Later this year the 
House will consider what is called a 
cap-and-trade system. Americans are 
probably going to hear that term a lot. 
A cap-and-trade system basically 
means that we will set a cap, a limit, a 
total ceiling on the amount of carbon 
dioxide that will be a pollutant going 
into the air a year in the United States 
of America. That is not too much to 
ask for our grandkids to say we are 
going to have a total amount of pollu-
tion that we put into the air. 

Now we have done it for sulfur diox-
ide. We have done it for nitrogen oxide. 
We have done it for particulates. But 
there is this giant loophole you can 
drive a Sherman tank through for car-
bon dioxide. 

So it is interesting. We have all these 
laws that set ceilings for the amount of 
pollutants that go into the air, but the 
granddaddy of all, the most dangerous 
pollutant there is in the world right 
now, carbon dioxide, there is no limit 
whatsoever. So Congress owes to our-
selves and our grandkids to set some 
limit, a cap, on the total amount of 
CO2 that is going into the air. 

So then the question comes down, 
how do you allocate who is going to 
put the pollution in the air? Well, there 
are a couple of ways to do it. Congress 
can just hand permits out and we de-
cide. But there is a better way, which 
is basically a trading system where 
these permits originally are allocated, 
but then businesses are allowed to 
trade them amongst themselves and es-
tablish a market for carbon. 

Europe has done this. I have spent a 
week looking at how that system 
worked last week, and I can report that 
it has been successful to the extent 
that it has established a cap and a 
price on carbon. And once you estab-
lish a price on carbon, well, what do 
businesses do? They start figuring out 
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